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craft have been recovered. Until this was done the
story of the sacred well and its sacrificed maidens was
regarded as more or less mythical, but beneath the
black waters of the underground cavern were the hu-
man bones, the golden and jeweled ornaments, the
weapons and artifacts, the countless objects which*
from time immemorial, had been sacrificed to the
rain-god.
Although fanatically religious, the Mayas, on the
other hand, were an industrious, practical people.
That they were industrious is obvious, for had they
not been the most industrious of races they never
could have performed such astonishing feats of en-
gineering and of architecture, and could never have
accomplished such a vast amount of sculpturing and
yet supported themselves and their vast empire by
agriculture. Neither did their industry run entirely
to religious matters or to display. They were thor-
oughly alive to the importance of good roads, and
built a veritable network of highways linking their
cities with outlying districts. About their holy cities,
splendid roads radiated into the country to enable
pilgrims to visit the shrines, idols and temples with
greater ease, and Chichen-Itza and other Mayan
Meccas were connected by means of highroads with
practically every town or center of importance in
the empire. The practical side of their nature is also
proved by the heights they attained in scientific mat-
ters. As I have said, they developed and perfected
an astounding written language; they devised a
most excellent calendar; they invented an arith-
metical system superior to that of any other
race, and their astronomical and mathematical knowl-